[The risk of stent thrombosis in the perioperative setting].
Percutaneous coronary interventions associated with a need for long-term dual anti-platelet therapy are steadily increasing. Accordingly, reports of severe perioperative complications in this high-risk group of patients are also increasing. Complications can be categorized into two groups: coronary ischemia or myocardial infarction due to acute stent thrombosis or increased blood loss. Risk of stent thrombosis is higher compared to the risk of bleeding. The article discusses the perioperative management based on an informative case report and recent evidence: Elective surgery has to be postponed until the end of dual anti-platelet therapy. Management of patients planned for semi-elective surgery should be individualized with interdisciplinary consensus. If clopidogrel is withdrawn, aspirin should be administered throughout the perioperative period. Careful surgical technique is required. If surgery is planned within 12 months, implantation of bare metal stents is recommended.